2014 Small Business Exporter of the Year Award (NFDO)

What are the selection procedures for this award?

SBA will make Small Business Exporter of the Year awards to eligible small businesses at the State
level (from each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands and
Guam) and the National level. In those states served by more than one SBA district office, each
district office will select a district level winner and the State winner will be selected at the regional
level. Winners at each level will be selected by a panel of judges that may be comprised of both SBA
employees and non-Federal employees. Winners at each level will be considered for awards at the
next highest level. Nomination packages for each state winner will be sent to the appropriate regional
SBA office and prepared for transmittal to the SBA’s Office of International Trade for review. The
National Exporter of the Year will be selected by the SBA Administrator based on the
recommendations of the panel of judges of federal employees. The winner will be announced during
at a separate event coordinated by SBA’s Office of International Trade. Non-federal employees
serving as judges must sign a conflict of interest/non-disclosure certification.

What are the evaluation/selection criteria for the Exporter of the Year award?

In evaluating the nomination packages for the Exporter of the Year award, the judges will look at the
following criteria:

1) Increased sales, profits and/or growth of employment because of exporting.

2) Creative overseas marketing strategies.

3) Effective solutions to export-related problems.

4) Demonstrated encouragement of other small businesses to export.

5) Volunteer assistance to other small businesses entering the export market.

6) Cooperation with other businesses in the creation of export trading companies and/or introduction
of unique trading relationships, products or services.



